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Madonna patients are successfully rehabilitating with diaphragm pacer

A

Larry has been on a ventilator for three years,
s air is quietly pulled into her lungs,
his weaning time is well within the normal
9-year-old Kristin Piper breathes free
range. He was injured in a bicycle accident
of her mechanical ventilator for up
on June 3, 2006, resulting in total paralysis
to 40 minutes at a time. On July 15, Kristin
from a C1 spinal cord injury and has resided
became the second child in the United States,
in Madonna’s special needs
the fourth in the world, to
unit since transferring from
receive the NeuRx DPS™
Good Samaritan Hospital in
diaphragm pacemaker, a
Kearney in late June 2006.
newly FDA-approved device
Both Larry and Kristin
that helps people who are
are excited to pioneer this
ventilator-dependent to
new procedure for others
achieve more time off of
in the Midwest and are
the vent. In clinical trials,
determined to achieve
50 percent of people who
the best possible level of
received the device and
independence.
participated in rehabilitation
Kristin’s sisters, Kelsey and Kayla, and their
Christopher Reeve, the
achieved total ventilator
mother Carolyn offer support following the
actor of “Superman” fame,
independence. One hundred diaphragm pacer surgery.
was among the first to have
percent were able to breathe
the NeuRx DPS pacemaker implanted during
independently for at least four hours a day.
its experimental phase in the early 2000s and
The device, implanted through minimally
became an advocate, helping pave the way for
invasive laparoscopic surgery, provides
FDA-approval in June 2008.
electrical stimulation to muscles and nerves in
Madonna physiatrist Dr. Paul Krabbenhoft
the diaphragm. When the muscle is stimulated
and Diane Ulmer, PT, spinal cord injury (SCI)
by the NeuRx DPS, the diaphragm contracts
program manager, learned about the device
and creates a vacuum-like effect in the chest
and procedure during a presentation by Dr.
cavity that allows air to fill the upper and lower
Raymond Onders at a national SCI conference
parts of the lungs. When this contraction
in 2008. Dr. Onders helped develop the
eases, the air is expelled from the lungs –
NeuRx DPS and has performed and/or
essentially the same as regular breathing.
proctored the 78 worldwide
The vent had been
procedures.
Kristin’s lifeline since a
Karen Divito, director
skiing accident in El Dora,
of rehabilitation programs,
Colo., on March 20, 2009,
formed a multi-disciplinary
left the young girl from
team, including Rebecca
Scribner, Neb., paralyzed
Wills, RT, pulmonary
from the neck down due
program manager, that
to a C1 incomplete spinal
researched the device and
cord injury. Her other
worked with insurance
injuries included two
providers, Saint Elizabeth
broken femurs, collapsed
Larry Schroetlin and his wife, Patty, are all
Regional Medical Center
lungs and a ruptured
smiles following the surgery to implant the
and Dr. Timothy Cole to
diaphragm. Kristin was
NeuRX DPS. Larry has been hoping to get
perform the procedure in
treated at The Children’s
the device since it was FDA-approved
Lincoln. After months of
Hospital in Aurora, Colo.,
last year.
persistent work, Larry and
before coming to Madonna
Kristin were approved to receive the first
Rehabilitation Hospital on April 14.
diaphragm pacer implantations in Nebraska.
Another Madonna patient, 58-year old
“[It’s] amazing, awesome, a miracle,”
Larry Schroetlin, was the first person in
said Patty Schroetlin, Larry’s wife. “I can
Nebraska to receive the diaphragm pacer on
feel Larry’s diaphragm rise and fall. It’s very
that July 15 morning. Larry is now breathing
strong.” One of the biggest benefits for the
independently up to 7 minutes at a time. Since

Schroetlin’s is the possibility of returning
home. “That possibility is opened up to us
now. It’s very exciting,” Patty added.
“Larry was an avid cyclist,” said Dr. Onders
following the procedure. “This gives him a
new goal to work toward … It’s a lot of work
to get off the ventilator. … He has to now get
built-up to gain strength and finish the race,
getting off the ventilator completely.”
By having more time off of a ventilator,
individuals have lowered risk of infection and
acquiring pneumonia, have greater freedom
to travel and move about, the senses of smell
and taste return, and as Kristin’s mother,
Carolyn, shared, “It just looks better to be
without a vent. That’s important for a kid
going back to school.”
“This is a great day for a lot of people who
are ventilator dependent in this region,” said
Dr. Krabbenhoft, “Now there is an amazing
technology that will allow them a more
normal and healthy quality of life.”
The Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital team
is already identifying additional candidates for
the NeuRx DPS device. The hospital hopes
this will become an accessible option for
those who are appropriate for the procedure,
improving quality of life and ultimately
resulting in greatly reduced healthcare costs.

NeuRx Dps™ provides electrical stimulation to
muscles and nerves in the diaphragm, allowing it to
contract and fill the lungs with air.
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Claycomb assumes
lead role for CARES
team

Japanese students visit
Madonna

Physical Therapist
Michelle Claycomb has
assumed the role of
Program Leader for
the CARES program.
Michelle has been an employee at Madonna
for the past four years and a member of the
CARES team for more than three years. She
has practiced for eight years in a variety of
clinical settings including orthopedic, skilled
nursing, rehabilitation and with medically
complex patients.
Michelle received her undergraduate
degree from Concordia College. She earned a
physical therapy degree from the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse.
“Michelle has solid experience with this
patient population and I believe she will do a
very good job,” stated Karen Divito, director
of rehab programs.

ELMER update

W

e are gearing up to begin the
process of identifying staff to
serve as Super Users on the
ELMER project. Super Users will be utilized
for testing, training and support of the
Eclipsys software. Our initial focus for Super
Users is on nursing staff, including: registered
nurses, licensed practical nurses, nursing
assistants and unit secretaries, since they make
up such a large percentage of our clinical
staff. Application forms must be completed
by Acute Rehab, LTACH, Subacute and ARX
nursing staff. The Super User application
forms can be found in the alcove between
Human Resources and Staffing.
The new ELMER project rooms have
been completed to provide a conference
team meeting room and training educational
classroom. These rooms are located in the
lower level next to NOPS. Special thanks are
extended to Dan Steinbach and the facilities
management team along with Bob Heydon
and the technical services team for their work
for these project rooms

M

adonna Rehabilitation Hospital
hosted a group of dietetic students
from Taiwan, Japan, on Friday,
July 10. The students are enrolled in an
International Practicum on Nutrition course
through South Dakota State University. They
arrived in Brookings, S.D., on July 3 to devote
three weeks learning about various facilities in
the United States where dietitians practice.
Madonna was chosen to expose the
students to a rehabilitation facility. “I have
shown them other hospitals around the
Midwest that were all pretty similar, and I
thought Madonna was a unique facility for
them to see and learn from,” said Abby
Olson, a graduate student at South Dakota
State University who organized the tour.
She said the Madonna visit spurred a lot of
discussion among the students. “One student
said there is not a hospital like that back in
Taiwan; rehab is usually attached to a larger
hospital,” added Abby. The students enjoyed
learning more about the different types of
diets and interacting with Madonna’s
dietetics team.
Sharon Balters, clinical supervisor of
medical nutrition therapy, was actively
involved in getting the students to add
Madonna as part of their itinerary. “I pushed
for them to come to Madonna and from the
feedback I’ve heard, it sounds like they got
their monies worth,” said Sharon.

Ann Mulinix, medical nutrition therapist, explains
the concept of Independence Square to a group of
international dietetic students from Taiwan, Japan,
who toured Madonna.

Employee Focus: Fun factoids about Melodee

Melodee Van Kekrix
Child Development Specialist
MRH employee for 3 years.

1

I have been a preschool teacher for more than 23 years.

2

I have a 26-year-old son.

3

My favorite color is orange.

4

I once had a cat named “Winkiedog.”

5

I like to express my creative side through sculpture,
mosaics, photography and many other hobbies.

I enjoy my job because no two days, weeks, months or years are ever the same! I have been with
Madonna for three years and previously worked at Bryan/Madonna for seven years before they split.

TWO

Former patient
addresses Spinal Cord
Injury support group

Briana Beckworth, director for the Noah’s
Assistance Dogs program in Crete, shares
information about her organization with Madonna’s
spinal cord injury support group.

B

riana Beckworth was the featured
speaker at Madonna’s Spinal Cord
Injury (SCI) support group on July
15. Briana is a former Madonna patient who
suffered an incomplete spinal cord injury
in 2004 and is the training director for the
Noah’s Assistance Dogs program in Crete.
She explained how the organization
provides specially trained dogs for persons
with visual and physical disabilities to enhance
their quality of life. Briana helps match the
appropriate canine with the person requesting
an assistance dog.
The organization trains dogs from humane
societies to retrieve objects for owners,
operate door buttons, serve as a brace for
someone who is able to walk and perform
other assistance tasks.
Briana became involved with the program
when she determined that an assistance dog
would help her be more independent in the
community post-rehabilitation. To supplement
her speech, Briana brought one of the Noah’s
Assistance Dogs to interact with the audience,
consisting of Madonna inpatients and their
families, and other community members.

Therapists to share
knowledge with peers

C

arrie Windhorst, MS, CCC-SLP,
Ricque Harth, Med, CCCSLP, and Cheryl Wagoner, MS,
CCC-SLP, have been invited to speak
at the American Speech Language and
Hearing Association’s (ASHA) annual
conference Nov. 19-21 in New Orleans,
La. Their presentation, “Interdisciplinary
Decision-Making with Patients
Requiring Tracheostomy and Mechanical
Ventilation” will be a follow-up to an
article published in the January issue
of ASHA Leader. The therapists are
also presenting at the Nebraska Speech
Language Hearing Association convention
in Kearney on Oct.1.

TWO

Madonna referenced in PARADE magazine article

O

n Sun., July 12, more than 30 million
patient who suffered a brain injury when she
people in every state received
slipped on ice in a parking lot on her way to
PARADE magazine in their Sunday
work, hitting her head on the pavement.
newspaper. Journalist Bob
The focus of the
Woodruff smiles brightly
patient profiles was to
on the cover with his
illustrate the dramatic
youngest daughters, clearly
recoveries that are possible
showing the amazing
through brain injury
recovery he has achieved
rehabilitation. Lee turned
since suffering a traumatic
to Dr. Lori Terryberrybrain injury (TBI) from an
Spohr, Madonna’s brain
IED blast in January 2006
injury program manager,
while reporting on the war
for expert commentary
in Iraq.
on recent advancements
Lee Woodruff, Bob
available in medical
Woodruff ’s wife and
rehabilitation.
best selling author, wrote
PARADE magazine
Photographer Heidi Hoffman takes photos of
the magazine’s feature
sent
a photographer to take
Derek Ruth in therapy with Holly Schifsky, OT
story about medical
photos of Derek Ruth and
breakthroughs in brain
his family for the article.
injury. Her story begins with the description
Unfortunately, only one photo was used in the
of the day Derek Ruth, a Madonna patient,
story and the caption incorrectly identified
suffered a TBI during a football game last
Holly Schifsky, OT, Madonna’s pediatric
September. Lee met Derek and his mother,
program manager, as Derek’s mother,
Jennifer, during her visit to Madonna before
Jennifer Ruth.
Lee’s keynote speech during Madonna Chair’s
This was outstanding public exposure
Goal Awards event in September 2008.
for Madonna and has resulted in calls from
Lee’s PARADE article also featured the
across the country from people inquiring
story of Robin Devries, another Madonna
about our brain injury and pediatric programs.

Congratulations to the brain injury and
pediatric teams for offering the expertise
needed for this nationally distributed article.
It is available to read on the Web at
http://bit.ly/Parade_MRH.

“Families of people with TBI are often
advised that their loved one’s recovery
will be ‘a marathon and not a sprint.’”
— Lee Woodruff

Be a wise healthcare consumer

T

he way we purchase healthcare is
unlike most other purchases we make.
Many Americans will pore through
a newspaper for a coupon that saves them
50 cents at the local supermarket. However,
when it comes to healthcare—a far more
complex and expensive service—we rarely
ask questions or consider all the options that
could save us time and money.
Healthcare Costs & Your Employer
Healthcare costs, and consequently health
insurance premiums, are rising at an alarming
rate. While this is not a new phenomenon,
the extremity of recent increases is cause for
concern for both employers and employees.
For most of the 1990s, employers’ average
health plan premium increases hovered around
2 percent per year. However, since the year
2000, premiums have increased dramatically
nationally. In many cases, employers
were annually faced with double-digit
premium hikes.
Making conscientious healthcare decisions
is vital to keeping your employer’s healthcare
costs down, as well as the costs that are passed
on to you. The more knowledge you have
about your personal health, and the treatments
you are receiving, the more you can control
your out-of-pocket costs as well.
Ask Your Doctor Questions
Amazingly, many patients do not ask their
doctor basic questions. How much will my
treatment cost? Can I be treated another way

that is equally effective but less costly? What
are the risks? What are the side effects?
Patients often blindly accept their doctors’
advice without truly understanding what
treatment alternatives are available, and
what—if any—differences there are in cost
and effectiveness among those alternatives.
Having a dialogue with your physician can
help you better understand how his or her care
decisions affect your health plan costs. It will
also help your doctor get to know you better
and consequently prescribe treatment that is
more effective.
Make Careful Decisions About
Prescription Drugs
Many people incorrectly think that there is
a difference between generic and brand name
prescription drugs. The truth is, a generic
drug is the same as a brand name drug, with
few exceptions.
The difference between generic and brand
name medications lies in the name of the drug
and the cost. Generic drugs cost much less
than brand name drugs, save you and your
employer money and provide the same health
benefits as brand name drugs.
The next time your doctor writes you a
prescription, ask if a generic equivalent is
available. Your physician can instruct your
pharmacist to use a generic substitute.
In addition to generic drugs being less
expensive than brand name drugs, you should
also know that in most cases less expensive
and more effective alternatives to some well-

known drugs exist. Because of a surge in
direct-to-consumer marketing of prescription
drugs, patients have become more familiar
with certain drugs and often believe that these
high profile, high cost drugs are automatically
the best option for treating their condition.
For example, if you are diagnosed with
high cholesterol, you may ask your doctor to
prescribe Zocor—a highly recognized drug
because of aggressive consumer marketing—
rather than asking your doctor to discuss
all of the prescription options available to
you. Conversely, a doctor may assume you
would prefer Zocor, and unless you initiate a
discussion about your other options, you may
have lost an opportunity to have a treatment
that is both less expensive and more effective.
Seek Outpatient Rather than
Inpatient Care
Outpatient care is often a much better
alternative to inpatient care, for a variety of
reasons. It can provide the same level of
quality treatment as inpatient care and is
less costly.
If you need to have surgery, ask your
doctor if laboratory tests can be done in
a clinic rather than a hospital. Moreover,
in many cases, the surgery itself can be
performed in a clinic or outpatient surgical
facility, often resulting in a better outcome
for you. Outpatient surgical facilities give you
the ability to recover in the comfort of your
home, instead of in a hospital.
Information provided by SilverStone Group.
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CALENDAR
July 30

OZ Principle
9-11 a.m.
Sheridans
Call 6406 to register
Effective Mtg Session I
1-3 p.m.
Sheridans

Aug 3

NEO

Aug 5

Grand Rounds
Asera Care Hospice: Giving
bad news in a beautiful way
Dr. James Avery
Noon-1 p.m.
Agee
1 CH for nursing

Community outing for
Madonna patients

M

adonna’s spinal cord injury
(SCI) program provides patients
community outings to improve
independence in community and leisure skills,
provide education on accessibility and for peer
interaction. Outings may consist of adaptive
sport outings, spectator at sporting events,
billiards, bowling or shopping. The Friday, July
17 outing to Scheels and Cold Stone Creamery
consisted of 13 patients, family and Madonna
staff. Patients and families enjoyed shopping
and eating ice cream.

Chapel Services
Catholic Mass is offered Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday at 4 p.m., Wednesday and
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
The Worship Service is Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
Hymn/Music Program is Sunday at 3:30 p.m.
July 26
Aug 2

Steve Werner
Ron Walker

Do you belong to a group or congregation
that hasn’t performed at Madonna? We
welcome new talent. Contact Steve Werner at
ext. 6831 or swerner@madonna.org.

Dine-in or carryout?
Food for thought

W

hen you dine at
the Commons
Café, you can
make healthy choices for your
body. But you can also make
decisions that are good for
Mother Earth.
As a patron of the café, you have the
option of dining in the cafeteria or taking
your selections to go. If you’re headed off
campus, foam containers are available for your
convenience, but if you plan to enjoy a meal
or snack in the Commons, or even back at
your work station, ask for your selection to be
served on or in a ceramic dish.
Previously, you might have noticed an
increase in the usage of the polystyrene
plates, bowls, etc. in the Commons Café, but
that, according to Food Service Operations
Supervisor Sheila Folsom, is about to change.
“We placed an order for new dishes that kept
getting delayed. The dishes were delivered
and are now being used,” Sheila said. “We
encourage our patrons to opt for the ceramic
dishes. The foam options exist for anyone
who is leaving campus. Please remember if
you don’t dine in the cafeteria to return your
dishes in a timely manner,” she added.

Donald Summers and Linda Ohnoutka, Madonna
recreational therapist, stroll through Scheels
sports store during an SCI group outing to
SouthPointe Pavilions.

Got the (dance)
fever? Get the cure.

M

ark your calendar and get
ready to boogie discostyle at The Grand Manse.
On Friday, Aug. 14, the former U.S.
Court House and Post Office, which
now functions as multipurpose space,
including the future home of Madonna
TherapyPlus’ downtown clinic location,
is hosting “Manse Fever Dance Fever,”
a benefit for the Boys & Girls Club of
Lincoln/Lancaster County. Advance
tickets are only $10 and are available for
sale in Madonna’s Marketing and PR
department, as well as at the front desk at
ProActive. The 21 and older event begins
at 8:30 p.m. with a disco demonstration
and dance lessons, provided by ProActive
Chase Dance program, with dancing
continuing until 1 a.m.
“Dancing is a mood-enhancing and
healthy way to have fun,” said Stephanie
Chase, director of dance at Madonna
ProActive. “I enjoy these community
opportunities because it gives us a chance
to share our joy with others. We know
how good it feels to dance and how much
fun people have when they’re doing it. We
all feel good when we’re moving, and who
doesn’t want to be happy?”

ProActive Chase Dance
and Soteria Spa engage
in community fun

M

embers of the ProActive Chase
Dance program showcased their
breakdancing talents at a recent
community event held at SouthPointe
Pavilions on Saturday, July 18. The dancers
added an element of fun and activity to a
check presentation for Lincoln twins, Tanner
and Tayler Seidel, who recently earned top
recognition for their artistic talent. The pair,
who enjoy expressing their creativity through
dance as well as drawing, produced a winning
design in the “Punk Your Chucks” contest
presented by Converse shoes. They won
$750, 10 free pairs of Converse shoes and
the opportunity to see their design on shoes
sold in Journeys stores across the country,
including Lincoln.
The invitation to have the ProActive
dancers involved came from Julie Lattimer,
marketing director at SouthPointe Pavilions.
“The twins thought it would be fun to have
dancing as part of the check presentation
because it’s a big part of who they are and
how they like to express their creativity. I
contacted Stephanie [Chase] and with her help
we pulled it all together.”
Following the check presentation and
some comments by the Seidel twins, a minibreakdance showcase ensued, followed by
an opportunity for the public to learn some
moves or freestyle dance. In addition to the
Chase Dance program’s involvement, Soteria
Spa Manager BJ Dennis staffed a booth
and answered questions about ProActive
membership and Soteria Spa services. The
event was well attended with crowds swelling
to around 200 people. It was a wonderful
evening to be out in the community,
highlighting Madonna’s service lines.

Call for volunteers

T

he Madonna Foundation is seeking
volunteers to help staff the Venue/
Madonna Classic Golf Tournament
on Saturday, Aug. 22. Many fun positions
are available including serving as a judge on
one of the two “hole-in-one” holes to win
a Mercedes or a BMW from Husker Auto
Group. Check out the opportunities on
“Everyone” or call the Foundation
office at ext. 6524 for more information or
to volunteer.
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WAY TO GOs
Congratulations to our entire
Madonna family for another successful
year of competence and caring. We had
some rough times financially throughout
the winter and spring as the economy
and our census dipped. But together
we made the necessary adjustments
and ended the year with several record
breaking months. I know that each of
you contributed to this success. A big
‘thank you’ goes to those of you who
took days off when the census was
low and to those who worked extra
shifts when the census was high. I also
want to recognize all the members of
the workforce development team who
controlled staffing costs, the members
of the referral development team whose
regional efforts filled our beds, and the
clinical teams who advocate for each
patient and provide the best possible
care every day. As the new year starts
for Madonna, let us carry the spirit of
cooperation, excellence and passion for
our mission forward.
—Marsha Lommel
Madonna President and CEO
Way to go to the Food Service
department for once again providing
us with the opportunity to donate our
loose change in their “Your Change Can
Make a Change” project. Thanks to the
generous contributions by employees
and visitors, $1,000 was raised this past
fiscal year and shared with Friendship
Home, Catholic Social Services, Toys for
Tots and Madonna’s St. Benedict Fund.
It’s amazing how fast pocket change can
add up. Thank you to all who made this
project such a success!
Way to go Sue Morrissey for
completing your BSN degree!
—Rebecca Seeber and
the Hospital Nursing Leadership Group
Congratulations to Sue Morrissey,
RN, 3-11 shift on SAR and Joy
Robinson, RN, float staff, on obtaining
your BSN degrees!
—Your 3-11 shift on SAR friends

The pool staff at Main campus would
like to give a big thanks to Jill Smith,
Jen Korinek and Melissa Glinsman
for their help in our time of need.
—Sarah Stevicks
Physical Therapist Assistant
I would like to recognize Mary Kraus
and Kevin Goertzen in Maintenance
who took my urgent call on May 12 and
responded immediately. They proceeded
to locate and move a recliner into a
patient room. This allowed a family
member a place to sleep while they
completed training to take their loved
one home. This kind of engagement and
commitment to meet patient and family
needs is what sets Madonna and St. Jane
de Chantal apart from the rest.
—Julie Willnerd
St. Jane de Chantal
I want to congratulate Sharon Duffy
and Monica Vandergriend on their
excellent skills and record keeping while
maintaining the ProActive waived testing
laboratory licensure through CLIA.
They passed with flying colors.
Only 2 percent of all sites that have
a waived certificate are inspected each
year by CMS and ProActive was chosen.
There are more than 1,100 such facilities
in Nebraska.
It is Sharon’s background in education
and her and Monica’s dedication to
quality patient care that adheres them to
following proper laboratory procedures
that assured their success.
—Patty J. Eschliman
Laboratory Manager
Thanks a million, Julie Foral (and
Scott). You went above and beyond
by personally repainting several
picture frames that will be used for the
conference room “facelift” project. I am
especially grateful you made it possible
to reuse what we already have in storage.
It’s environmentally and economically
smart!
—Michaella J. Kumke
Marketing & PR

Congratulations to Sara Bills, PT,
DPT, GCS, Joyce Jaixen, PT, GCS, and
Jenna Woodford, PT, DPT, GCS, for
becoming board certified as Geriatric
Clinical Specialists. This required many
hours of study and review of evidencebased practice as well as clinical practice
in the area of geriatric evaluation and
treatment to successfully complete the
board exam.
—Marilyn Dongilli and Michele Ohlmann
Inpatient Physical Therapy
A huge thanks and note of
appreciation to the IP Physical
Therapy staff for “hanging in there”
to provide coverage for our patients
in this time of very high census. Your
willingness to work together to ensure
that every patient and family’s needs are
met and your commitment to excellence
in physical therapy evaluation and
treatment is outstanding. Thanks so
much for all that you do.
—Marilyn Dongilli and Michele Ohlmann
Inpatient Physical Therapy
Many thanks to Kay Wheeler and
Noelle Crew for their diligence
and commitment to scheduling the
thousands of patient appointments each
week during this peak period of high
census. Your work is greatly appreciated!
—Michele Ohlmann
Inpatient Physical Therapy
Congratulations to the Madonna
Marketing-PR staff for winning
three Pinnacle Awards and four
Honorable Mention Awards at the
annual International Association of
Business Communicators (IABC)
recognition event in June. The materials
produced by our team are recognized
for achieving measurable results and
exemplifying professional standards in
communication. It is a prestigious honor
to receive those awards in a competitive
statewide field that includes several large
corporations and ad agencies!
—Molly Nance
Marketing & PR

WAY TO GOs
Congratulations to Sara Bills, PT,
DPT, GCS, and burn program leader for
being asked to present at the Midwest
Burn Conference. She will be presenting
“Behavioral Plans in Burn Therapy - A
Case Example,” highlighting the team
approach that is used on the 2E unit for
burn rehabilitation.
Congratulations to Michelle
Claycomb, PT, on the 2C team for
being selected for the position of
CARES Program Leader.
—Jenna Woodford, PT, DPT, GCS
Physical Therapist
Many thanks to the ELMER
Clinical Documentation team
(affectionately known as “clin doc”)
for your dedication, perseverance, and
innovative problem solving in designing
the new system documentation fields
and processes. You have survived CBTs,
CPGs and KBC and still have a great
sense of humor!
—Cindy Arnold, Terasa Farlin and
Marilyn Dongilli (Clin Doc Co-Chairs)
Way to go to the entire TherapyPlus
and Fit for Work teams on completing
another very successful year! You are
all wonderful to work with and do an
amazing job.
— Lynn Hallowell-Gottsleben
Outpatient Therapy
I wish to thank all in purchasing: Peter,
Dewey, Dave, Andrew and especially
Ben, for their hard work while I was
out. It was greatly appreciated.
—Kim Casarez
Purchasing
Congratulations to Sharon Balters,
Ph.D., RD, CSG, LMNT, for being
invited (for the second year) to
participate in the Gerontological
Specialty Examination meeting August
7-10 in Chicago!
—Food Service and
Medical Nutrition Therapist colleagues

Congratulations to the Marketing
and Public Relations Department
for keeping Madonna in the limelight
this year with so much positive press.
It is gratifying for donors to see their
investment in Madonna at work in
such positive and life-affirming ways.
Excellent PR goes the extra mile in a
tough economy and we appreciate all
you do in strengthening our message to
our Madonna friends. Thank you Molly,
Julie, Michaella, Tami and Nancie!
—Madonna Foundation
Bob Campbell, Suzanne Sughroue,
Sherry Taylor, Katie Graf and Sue Carraher
I would like to thank Mary Hillebran
in the Health Information Management
department for being such a wonderful
trainer and mentor during my time
here at Madonna. She is always patient
and very generous with praise. I truly
appreciate her and feel privileged to be
able to work with Mary each day!
—Felicia Scheel
Health Information Management
Congratulations Janet Bauer and
Angela Kugler. Preparing and then
passing the Professional Human
Resource certification test is a great
accomplishment. This test proves you
are very knowledgeable in several areas
within the overall scope of Human
Resources. Good Job, ladies!
—Lou Ann Manske and Mark Pankoke
Human Resources
Congratulations to Michelle
Stoltenberg who was awarded
the International Association of
Administrative Professionals-Cornhusker
Chapter “Achievement” ACTION
Award for achieving the Certified
Administrative Secretary/Certified
Administrative Professional (CPS/CAP)
designation.
—Janice Bennetch
Administration

On behalf the Nebraska Brain Injury
(BI) Advisory Council and the 220
people who attended the 3rd Annual
Brain Injury Conference in Grand
Island, I wanted to say thank you for
the time and effort Cinda Zimmer,
Vicki Phillipi and Marcie Stoner put
in to the BI conference this year. They
were all so helpful and great to work.
The conference would not have gone
nearly as well without the time, talent,
and commitment from them. A very
special thanks to Marcie, whose efforts
went above and beyond. She handled a
tremendous amount of work in getting
everyone registered. We felt very blessed
to have her help—more than she will
ever know.
—Peggy Reisher
Case Management
Congratulations to Suzie Bernadt,
Radiology PRN staff, for passing her
state boards for Radiology. Suzie has
worked hard for the past two years in
school at Southeast Community College.
She has worked for Madonna Radiology
Department for the past year and has
been a real asset covering weekends and
occasional weekdays. We are proud of
Suzie’s achievement. It is great to see
RT(R) after her name!
—Liz Edwards and Nick Roth
Radiology
Way to go Amy Potter and Carrie
Childers for all your help with Ultimate
Safe Kids Day.
—Kristin Luethke
Recreation Therapy
Congratulations to Susan Kunkee
for being selected as the first ever
“ProActive Teammate of the Month.”
Susan is the membership service
assistant at ProActive. She exemplifies
the Madonna core value of collaboration
and is a trusted resource for coworkers
and members alike. Susan is always
willing to assume new tasks and she
handles challenges with ease and tact.
Way to go Susan!
—ProActive Management Team

