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Hypophonia, or low speech intensity, is a common and often disabling consequence of
Parkinson's disease (PD). The purpose of this study was to examine how individuals with
hypophonia rate their communication effectiveness across a variety of social situations using the
Communication Effectiveness Index — Modified (CETI-M). An additional purpose of this study
was to examine how primary communication partners perceive and rate the communication
effectiveness of the participants with PD. Thirty hypophonic speakers with PD and 30 primary
communication partners participated in this study. Results revealed that perceptions of
communication effectiveness across 10 social situations were similar for both PDs and their
primary communication partners. A profile of communication strengths and weaknesses emerged
for the participants with PD. The participants with PD rated themselves as least effective
conversing with someone at a distance followed by conversing with someone in noise. Overall,
the implications of this study advocate for a comprehensive assessment of hypophonia in PD.
Assessment should evaluate the full effect of the disability associated with hypophonia ranging
from acoustic and perceptual measures to communication effectiveness across social situations.
Results of this study add potentially valuable information regarding the spectrum of disability
associated with hypophonic speech.



