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A letter from the  
president and CEO

     It is my pleasure to share Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ 2017 Year in Review 
with you. Madonna has been a vital part of the community since 1958 and has a rich 
history of firsts, or milestones, that highlight our growth and development over the 
years. 2017 was no exception. 
  

• The collective efforts of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College 
of Medicine and Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals moved implementation 
of the region’s first Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R) residency 
program forward. This program, scheduled to begin July 1, 2018, received 250 
applications for the first four residency program slots.

• Madonna’s collaboration with Children’s Hospital & Medical Center continues 
to evolve. This year, Children’s expanded its presence and services in Lincoln 
by relocating its specialty clinic to leased space on Madonna’s Lincoln Campus.  

• The GOAL Awards, our annual patient recognition event, returned to its roots  
and a packed house on the Lincoln Campus.

• Complementing our PM&R physician team, a hospitalist program was 
implemented at both the Omaha and Lincoln campus hospitals. This allows us 
to better meet the needs of our patients with complex medical conditions.   

     In addition to these achievements, Madonna faced monumental challenges.  
Financially, it was not an easy year for a variety of reasons. The reality and uncertainty 
surrounding health care reform requires organizational flexibility, accommodation 
and change. Additionally, mounting governmental regulations and reimbursement 
decreases result in increased pressure to deliver excellent care to a complex group 
of patients in an efficient manner.  
     These hardships would not deter us from long-term success. Madonna’s 
administrative team and dedicated staff, along with the support of our board of 
directors, adapted quickly to these challenges.  
     Madonna staff members are an incredible team with huge hearts. Their daily 
work goes above and beyond what is expected. Why? They clearly embrace our 
core values. They are united by a strong sense of purpose and recognize that it is 
our duty, privilege and honor to rehabilitate those who have experienced disabling 
injuries or illnesses. Together, with our sponsor Diocesan Health Ministries led by 
Bishop James Conley and with God’s grace, we continue to forge confidently into  
the future–our mission is that important.  

DEAR FRIENDS:

Paul Dongilli Jr., Ph.D., President and CEO
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Madonna President and CEO Paul Dongilli Jr., Ph.D. and Children’s President and CEO 
Richard Azizkhan, M.D. announce the relocation of Children’s specialty clinics to leased 
space on Madonna’s Lincoln Campus.  
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GOAL Award recipient Robert Meador (pictured at center with his care team and family)  
was recognized for his achievements, independence and pursuit of dreams that make life 
worth living.

MISSION STATEMENT 
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals is a 
Catholic hospital system that provides 
physical medicine and rehabilitation 
services to children and adults 
throughout the nation. We rehabilitate 
those who have sustained injuries or 
disabling conditions so they can 
fully participate in life. We lead 
research to improve outcomes and 
prevent physical disabilities and 
promote wellness through 
community programs.

CORE VALUES
Our core values reflect Madonna’s 
history, mission and beliefs. 

COLLABORATION | HOSPITALITY |

RESPECT | INNOVATION |

STEWARDSHIP | TEACHING 

Madonna’s physician leadership team: Thomas S. Stalder, M.D., VP of medical affairs and chief 
medical officer; Adam T. Kafka, M.D., medical director MRH-Lincoln; Matthew L. Driewer, M.D., 
medical director MRSH-Lincoln; Samuel M. Bierner, M.D., medical director MRH-Omaha; and 
Susan C. Ohnoutka, M.D., medical director MRSH-Omaha.

Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals 
complies with applicable federal 
civil rights laws and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability 
or sex. Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospitals does not exclude people 
or treat them differently because 
of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability or sex.

Madonna.org | 800.676.5448

Visit Madonna.org/VirtualTours for an 
up close look at our hospitals.
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At Madonna, we employ a team-focused approach. Our director of national sales and nurse liaisons, supported by our 

expert physicians, travel anywhere in the United States to provide on-site assessments and facilitate the best possible 

care following a patient’s catastrophic injury. 

 

In fiscal year 2017, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals served 1,747 inpatients from 24 states: Alabama,  

Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, 

Montana, North Carolina, North Dakota, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Texas, Washington, Wisconsin 

and Wyoming. 

NATIONAL ADMISSIONS

Individuals who sustain serious injury or illness are frequently sent to trauma hospitals to stabilize their medical  

conditions. Most benefit from intensive patient-centered rehabilitation to help them regain their highest level of 

independence. As a leader in post-acute rehabilitation, Madonna’s sole focus is to help people who entrust their  

care to us reach their fullest potential. 

 

Madonna is one of the largest, freestanding rehabilitation hospital systems in the United States. We provide a full 

continuum of rehabilitative care, including: 

 

SPECIALTY HOSPITALS–A step down from the intensive care unit (ICU) in acute care, this program focuses on 

rehabilitation of patients with medically complex conditions, chronic illness or catastrophic injury. 

 

REHABILITATION HOSPITALS–Comprehensive coordinated, multidisciplinary medical rehabilitation program with a 

goal of increasing functional independence and discharge to a community setting.

REHABILITATION DAY PROGRAM–Provides coordinated therapies with physician and nursing oversight focusing on 
patients’ reintegration to community, work or school.

PATIENTS SERVED AND OUTCOMES
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BY THE NUMBERS
NATIONAL RECOGNITION 

12th largest rehabilitation provider (based on net revenue) in the nation, according to Modern Healthcare. 

 

NET REVENUE

Madonna consolidated net operating revenues reached $138,865,465, a 7.7% increase from the previous year. 

The opening of the Omaha 

Campus ushered in a new era 

of rehabilitation for Madonna. 

As the campus celebrated 

its one year anniversary, 

admissions to Madonna 

increased 29%.

MADONNA 
SPECIALTY HOSPITALS

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED 879

27 Days

PATIENTS WHO WOULD DEFINITELY 
RECOMMEND MADONNA TO FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS

88%

PERCENT OF PATIENTS NO LONGER 
NEEDING VENTILATOR ASSISTANCE 64%

MADONNA  
REHABILITATION HOSPITAL1

634NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY 31 Days

PATIENTS WHO WOULD DEFINITELY 
RECOMMEND MADONNA TO FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS 93%

PERCENT OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED 
TO THE COMMUNITY2 69%

SEVERITY OF PATIENTS - NATIONAL 
PERCENT RANK COMPARED TO 
OTHER REHABILITATION PROVIDERS

Top 4%

1   Does not include MRH-Omaha due to insufficient data in start-up year.
2 Consistent with regional benchmarks. MRH patients also made greater functional gains and discharged at a higher functional level  
  compared to regional or national averages.
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INSTITUTE FOR REHABILITATION SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING
Groundbreaking research from the Madonna Institute for Rehabilitation Science and Engineering brings new and 

exciting innovations and treatments to our patients. These efforts are a vital extension of Madonna’s mission—to equip 

those who have sustained injuries or disabling conditions with the necessary tools to resume activities that give their 

lives meaning. Work done by the three Centers of Excellence teams in the past year has advanced patient care at 

Madonna and influenced the field of rehabilitation sciences nationally and internationally.

MOVEMENT AND NEUROSCIENCES 
The Movement and Neurosciences team helped children and adults with physical disabilities 

and chronic conditions improve their walking and fitness through a rigorous training program on 

the ICARE, an Intelligently Controlled Assistive Rehabilitation Elliptical trainer. ICARE technology 

developed for adults has been refined to address the needs of young children through funding 

provided by the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living and Rehabilitation Research. The patented ICARE is 

marketed in North America, South America, Europe, Asia and Australia.  

COMMUNICATION
The Communication team developed and tested technology 

that allows all individuals regardless of ability to control a 

computer and communicate. The team is a key partner in the 

Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Augmentative 

and Alternative Communication. Their work and other 

innovations have restored communication for individuals 

unable to talk due to conditions such as severe strokes and 

head injuries.

REHABILITATION ENGINEERING
The Rehabilitation Engineering team generates 

innovations that bridge the domains of rehabilitation, 

engineering and computer sciences. The result—

enabling a toddler and his parents to navigate an 

adapted motorized child-sized car in the community, 

allowing individuals with limited ability to use their hands 

to control their environment and communicate, and 

providing clinicians practical technology solutions to 

improve the lives of their patients.
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Rehabilitation Goal: Get an Omaha 
dance teacher back on pointe
Hannah Matthew is back on her toes, 

praising God for the gift of dance 
after a battle for her life began nearly 
two years ago.  
     What started out as aches and pains 
in February 2016 progressed to the point 
where the Omaha dance teacher says 
it hurt to put a shirt on, let alone go into 
the dance studio. Diagnosed with lupus, 
Hannah says her health continued to 
decline. As doctors struggled to pinpoint 
exactly what was causing her heart, 
lungs and kidneys to fail, Hannah was 
placed in a medically induced coma. 
When she woke up, “I wasn’t able to lift 
up my arms, turn on my side. Nothing,” 
Hannah said.  
     Hannah’s family turned to their faith 
and social media, asking for prayers and 
support as she recovered. Husband, 
Conner Matthew, created video updates 
on her progress in Nebraska Medicine 
and when they were able to start 
rehabilitation at Madonna’s Omaha 
Campus, May 1, 2017.  
     “We are happy to announce: we’re 
going to Madonna!” said Conner.  
     “Yeah!” said Hannah. 

     Once at Madonna, Hannah continued 
to make huge strides in her rehabilitation 
program, weaning off the tracheostomy, 
feeding tube and building back muscle 
she lost as a result of losing 40 pounds 
during the illness. “Hannah’s faith-
filled words and actions here inspired 
my personal journey with Christ,” said 
Sammy Hofling, NA. “Being able to share 
that mutual faith at work created a lasting 
bond that continues.”  

     Hannah left Madonna a few weeks 
later using a walker and continued in 
Madonna’s comprehensive TherapyPlus 
outpatient therapy program. Once 
she regained her stride, she set her 
sights back to dancing. Working with 
Hannah, Amy Taylor, PT, incorporated 
dance steps and movements into 
physical therapy sessions to continue to 
strengthen Hannah’s legs and fine-tune 
movements that used to come second-
nature to Hannah.  
     “The dancing is her passion and her 
dream and that’s when we see the most 
results is when we find that meaningful 
purpose,” said Amy. 
     Hannah continued to work on her 
form and steps outside of therapy.
Her efforts paid off. She was asked to 
choreograph and dance the Christmas 
Waltz with former Madonna patient and 

Lupus survivor Hannah Matthew poses with dance partner and spinal cord injury 
survivor John Abkes during Westside Church’s “Road Trip” Christmas pageant. 
Hannah and John were reconnected while both attended TherapyPlus outpatient 
therapy sessions. 

spinal cord injury survivor John Abkes 
in a local church’s annual Christmas 
production called “Road Trip.”  
     Hannah is now back to teaching 
dance saying, “It’s “It’s a miracle I’m here 
today. Good doctors. Good nurses and a 
God who is good and faithful.” 

“It’s a miracle I’m here 
today. Good doctors. 

Good nurses ...”

In addition to Madonna’s 
TherapyPlus outpatient  
program, patients can  
participate in our intensive 
Rehabilitation Day Program.  
The focus of this program is  
to maximum recovery so 
individuals can resume activities 
that make life meaningful. 

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT: 



MADONNA FOUNDATION
The Madonna Foundation helps generous donors invest in extraordinary rehabilitation. Through the generosity of 

individuals, families, corporations, foundations and organizations, thousands of children and adults with physical 

disabilities have been empowered to return to their homes and families. The Madonna Foundation connects the 

hearts of donors to Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ areas of greatest need. 

Included on these pages are the programs and people who have directly benefited from our donors’  

generous contributions. 

LOCAL GRANT TO LAUNCH PEDIATRIC WALKING STUDY 

The Pediatric ICARE Fitness and Research Project will 

provide training sessions for children who have difficulty 

walking. Young participants with cerebral palsy, brain 

injury, stroke and other neurological diseases will train 

with staff in Madonna’s Research Institute over a series 

of weeks to build endurance and improve their ability 

to walk. Participants will use a special motorized robotic 

device designed and patented by Madonna. If you know of 

children/families who might be interested, please have them 

contact Judy Burnfield, Ph.D., within the Research Institute 

(402.413.4504) for additional information. This study is made 

possible by a grant from the Joseph R. and Barbara A. Gard 

Family Foundation.  

DONORS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

• Total gifts/pledges to the Madonna Foundation in support of world-class rehabilitation at Madonna

 over the last 10 years – $25,354,44.

• Total gifts/pledges to the Madonna Foundation in 2016-17 – $1,451,656.

• Number of donors in 2016-17 – 1,400.

• Number of employee donors in 2016-17  – 682.

• Number of states represented by donor gifts in 2016-17 – 28 from California to New Jersey and  

from Minnesota to Texas.
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YOUR GIFTS CHANGE LIVES



PREPARING CHILDREN FOR SUCCESS BECAUSE YOU CARE 

Doreen Mshana, a seventh grader who survived a tragic bus crash in her 

homeland of Tanzania, Africa, keeps up with her school work while recovering at 

Madonna. The Therapeutic Learning Center (TLC) is Madonna’s on-site school on 

both the Omaha and Lincoln campuses, which is supported through charitable 

donations. Special thanks to the Donald and Mary Grundman Endowed Fund, the 

Glenn Korff Pediatric Legacy Fund, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cox Communications, 

Nelnet and Wells Fargo that have supported TLC over the last year.

GRATEFUL PATIENTS SUPPORT 
WORLD-CLASS REHABILITATION 

When Roger Lewis suffered a 

spinal cord injury, he chose 

Madonna for his rehabilitation 

because of its specialized 

equipment and expertise. The 

retired executive director of the 

Children’s Hospital & Medical 

Center Foundation made a 

donation to Madonna last year to 

honor nine members of his care 

team. Donations to the Angel 

Wings program support world-class 

rehabilitation at Madonna. Grateful 

patients honored 138 employees 

and volunteers this past year and 

631 since the program began  

in 2012.

We invite you to join our  
many friends making a 
difference for the patients  
we serve, including:

365 loyalty donors, members of 

Madonna’s 1958 Society (named for 

the year Madonna was founded). 

The recognition society honors those 

who have made gifts for at least five 

consecutive years. 

350 patients were helped through 

Madonna’s patient assistance funds 

last year. The donor-supported 

funds help patients in financial crisis 

with basic needs, including medical 

equipment not covered by insurance.

147 corporate donors that have 

partnered with Madonna’s Lincoln 

and Omaha campuses over the last 

five years.

To make a gift to the Madonna 

Foundation, please visit  

madonna.org/donate.

For additional information on how 

you can help children and adults with 

disabilities rebuild their lives, contact:

John C. Glenn 

Vice President of Development 

402.401.5051 

jglenn@madonna.org

 

Suzanne Sughroue, CFRE 

Director of Development

402.413.4782 

ssughroue@madonna.org   

 

Now you can.® | 9



GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

Madonna’s mission and values are evident every day in the hospitals’ daily activities and in the ways the 

organization gives back to the community.
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• Charity Care–Services provided to patients unable to pay for health care totaled $420,097 in 2017.

• Subsidized Health Services–Madonna absorbed $6,614,488 in losses due to shortfalls between patient 

care costs and the amounts paid by Medicare for the hospitals, TherapyPlus and St. Jane de Chantal.  

• Unpaid Cost of Public Programs–Madonna absorbed $4,768,130 in losses due to shortfalls between 

patient care costs and amounts paid by Medicaid in the hospitals, TherapyPlus and St. Jane de Chantal.

• Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Residency Program (PM&R)–Madonna and the University of Nebraska 

Medical Center (UNMC)  joined together in 2014 to create the region’s first PM&R Residency Program.  

Supported by the generosity of donors like 

Dr. Robert Buchman (pictured with Dr. Samuel 

Bierner, chair of the UNMC PM&R department), the 

collaboration marries UNMC’s outstanding medical 

college with Madonna’s world-class rehabilitation 

program. Madonna’s initial capital investment of over 

$100 million on the Omaha Campus and 

2017 contribution of  $1.3 million to the 

residency program will assure a superior clinical care 

and education venue to train the next generation of 

rehabilitation physicians and professionals.

• Community Medical Transportation– 
Because people with disabilities and 

the elderly have increased health care 

needs, isolation from providers can 

have a profound impact on the quality of 

their lives, health and safety. Madonna’s 

community medical transportation 

program allows individuals to get the 

timely medical care they need, decreasing 

the amount of urgent situations that 

often result in emergency room trips and 

increased costs.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Rehabilitation Goal: Get an Iowa 
worker back on the job
Matthew Carlson was living out his 

dream job when a work accident 
nearly derailed the life he cherished. 
May 5, 2016, Matthew was finishing his 
day as an agricultural sprayer for Crop 
Production Services in Atalissa, Iowa. 
Driving a new commercial sprayer in 
need of refueling, Matthew crossed the 
railroad tracks at a nearby intersection, 
unaware of the oncoming train. The  
two collided. 
     “I got into a tangle with a train.  
I was bounced around like a rag doll,” 
said Matthew.
     The impact launched Matthew 100 
feet, resulting in numerous broken 
bones, a collapsed lung and severe 
brain trauma. Flown to the University of 

Iowa where doctors remained guarded 
about his future, scans showed severe 
trauma to Matthew’s entire brain. 
    Two weeks later, Matthew’s family 
was presented rehabilitation options, 
choosing Madonna due to its regional 
reputation and successful outcomes  
with brain injury patients. Matthew 
arrived at Madonna’s Rehabilitation 
Specialty Hospital in Lincoln where 
therapy immediately started. 
     “His care team got Matthew up 
and moving. They kept him going 
and challenged him,” said Mary Otto, 
Matthew’s younger sister. 
     Healing quickly, Matthew was 
weaned from the tracheostomy before 
transitioning to the Rehabilitation 
Hospital. The major focus of Matthew’s 
treatment program was returning to 
work. In addition to his medical care 
and therapies, Matthew participated in 

the Work Re-Entry Program servicing 
motorized wheelchairs at Madonna.
     “We try to recreate work scenarios 
that are close to what the people are 
used to in their ordinary, day-to-day 
occupations,” said Ryan Ernst, Ph.D., a 
Madonna neuropsychologist. 
     Throughout his recovery, Matthew 
credits Crop Production Services for the 
support and encouragement. His vision 
restored, they welcomed him back to 
the job he loves.
     “Matt is a walking miracle. He has 
beat the odds through an amazing will 
to recover, the support of the people 
around him and the work of the staff 
at Madonna,” said Steve Fordyce, 
Manager, CPS Atalissa.
      October 3, 2017, marked a huge 
milestone for Matthew. Driver’s license 
in hand, he drove five hours to Lincoln 
to show his care team just how far 
he’s come.

Matthew Carlson is back to the job he loves after a train collision caused severe 
injuries including brain trauma. 

“His care team got 

Matthew up and moving.  

They kept him going  

and challenged him.”

Madonna’s Work Re-Entry 
Program helps patients 
successfully return to 
the workforce. It is a 
collaboration between 
Madonna’s outpatient 
therapists and non-clinical 
employees to support 
patients in resuming their 
careers through work trials 
during therapy.

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT: 

     “I’m driving tractors again. I’m back to 
work a little bit at a time, which is where I 
want to be. I love my job,” said Matthew.
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MADONNA’S COMMUNITY-BASED  
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Madonna Fit for Work combines occupational health, wellness, safety 

and coordination of worker’s compensation with expert services 

conveniently available from Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals, Madonna 

TherapyPlus outpatient clinics and Madonna ProActive.

• 17 companies enrolled in wellness programs. 

• 22 companies enrolled in occupational health 

and workers comp services.

Madonna TherapyPlus offers a range of outpatient rehabilitation services 

to residents in the Lincoln- and Omaha-area communities, from sports 

injuries and single service orthopedic sprains, strains and post-operative 

care to comprehensive rehabilitation for neurological conditions. Madonna 

TherapyPlus opened in Omaha on Nov. 1, 2016.

The public voted Madonna TherapyPlus 

number one for physical therapy in the 

KFOR Best of Lincoln public survey for 

the 13th year since 2004. 

Madonna ProActive is Lincoln, Nebraska’s, first medically-based health, 

fitness and wellness facility. It’s also the first to be based on a rehabilitation 

model. ProActive provides medical, therapeutic and educational fitness 

and wellness expertise. 

ProActive enhanced the member experience with 

new spinning bikes and developed a 12 station  

TRX studio. 

St. Jane offers a holistic approach to 

care, emphasizing the mind, body and 

spirit in a welcoming, caring environment 

focused on improving or maintaining the 

health and well-being of its residents.

Highlights:

• In 2015, St. Jane earned a three- 

year CARF accreditation for its 

nursing home person-centered  

long term care community. St. Jane 

remains the only nursing facility in 

Nebraska to have earned this level 

of accreditation.

• St. Jane received a 5-star rating 

through CMS Nursing Home 

Compare (Medicare.gov).

The Chip Woods House program 

provides adults, ages 19 to 59, living 

with disabilities, the opportunity to direct 

their lives in a community setting. It is 

the only program of its kind in Nebraska 

that allow persons who are ventilator-

dependent to direct their own care. 



“I’m a unicorn!” Doreen Mshana exclaims with a laugh. She 
gestures to the spirals of dark hair, tightly wrapped in 

colorful bands, jutting out of her scalp. It’s a comforting place in 
the 12-year-old’s mind; far from the life-changing tragedy that 
propelled her halfway around the globe.
     Doreen is one of three children who survived a horrific 
bus crash on May 6, 2017, in her homeland of Tanzania, Africa. 
Thirty-two of her classmates, two teachers and a bus driver 
were killed when their bus plunged off a steep ravine. 
Along with the emotional trauma, Doreen suffered facial injuries, 
multiple fractures and a severe spinal cord injury.
                                                                           

     Following extraordinary lifesaving efforts of Siouxland 
Tanzania Educational Medical Ministries (STEMM) and Mercy 
Medical Center in Sioux City, Iowa, Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospitals proudly aligned with these partners as the next step in 
Doreen’s recovery.
    After several major surgeries, Doreen arrived at the 
Lincoln Campus partially paralyzed and using a wheelchair. 
Despite battling fatigue and extreme pain, her eyes shone bright 
with determination. Doreen’s closest supporters, her mother 
Grace Christopher and Tanzanian orthopedic surgeon Dr. Elias 
Mashala, stayed by her side. 
    The athletic girl who loves soccer and basketball established 
one mission: to walk. “That was her functional goal,” said Sarah 
Economides, PT. “But, often she’d tell people ‘I want to fly!’” 
recalled Economides, smiling. It was this blind ambition that 
drove the young girl’s rehabilitation.
     During daily therapies in Madonna’s specialized pediatric 
rehabilitation unit, Doreen slowly established trust with her team, 
one conversation at a time. As her legs strengthened under 
the repetitive motion of the ICARE motorized elliptical, Doreen 
shared dreams of becoming a doctor. In aquatic therapy, 
where the water’s buoyancy spurred her confidence to walk, 
Doreen confided she missed her friends. A discussion with her 
Therapeutic Learning Center teacher revealed the seventh-
grader’s fluency in three languages. Trust led to healing.
     “I was in awe of Doreen’s strength of character and spirit 
given her young age,” said Economides.
     Within five weeks, Doreen walked tall under the arched 
rainbow outside the pediatric unit, returning home to her family, 
a new school year and, most importantly, to life.

Part of Doreen’s rehabilitation program utilized the pediatric 
Lokomat, a robotic assisted device on a treadmill.
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Rehabilitation Goal: Get a young 
girl back home to Tanzania

“I was in awe of Doreen’s strength of 
character and spirit given her young age.”

The Adolescent and Children’s Program is 
designed with young patients in mind. A child’s 
family and close friends are an important 
part of the rehabilitation program. All are 
encouraged to participate in therapy sessions 
and learn new ways to make daily activities 
therapeutic and fun. 

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT: 
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Rehabilitation Goal: Get a Kansan 
back to hunting

Motivation is the driving force behind rehabilitation, but 

where patients find their motivation differs. Brandi Jecha, 

25, of Great Bend, Kansas, says one of her biggest motivators 

was Physical Therapist Kristi Rocole.

     After falling 20 feet from a deer stand, Brandi required 

intensive therapy to regain movement in her left side. With 

Kristi by her side, Brandi says she pushed herself every day, 

becoming amazed with her progress.

     Kristi says Brandi wasn’t even able to hold her head 

up during her first few days at Madonna as she began 

rehabilitation for a spinal cord injury. Little accomplishments 

like holding her head up, Brandi said, gave her confidence 

as she continued to regain more independence through a 

combination of rehabilitation nursing and therapy care. Brandi 

participated in Madonna’s Adaptive Sports and Recreation 

Program as another step to returning to her love of outdoors. 

     “Brandi never complained. She came to therapy with a good 

attitude every day, and she said, ‘I’m going to, I’m going to do 

better than you think I am,’” said Kristi.

    In less than two months, Kristi said Brandi surprised them 

both when she took her first steps.

     “She did a lot of things that a lot of people didn’t think she 

could, but when we stood her up for the first day, she was in 

tears and she said, ‘Everybody said I couldn’t do this and I just 

did it,’” said Kristi.

     Brandi said the progress wouldn’t have been possible 

without Kristi’s motivation.

     “I credit her with a lot of where I am, because obviously 

she keeps you in a good mood. And obviously she tells you, 

‘Brandi, it could be really, really bad.’ And she’s like,  ‘You  

are doing so good.’ So it’s good to have motivators like that,” 

said Brandi.

     Since Brandi has returned home, she is walking short 

distances on her own, driving and even back to hunting.  “Got 

my first deer the day before Thanksgiving,” she said, adding 

that it was an emotional accomplishment. “That was never 

guaranteed after my accident, that I would be able to hunt.”

     Brandi says she’ll continue getting stronger and hopes to do 

a mile walk on her own once the weather is warmer.  

    “The stronger I feel like I get, the easier things are.”

Part of Brandi’s physical therapy included the Lokomat 
specialized technology used to strengthen her legs and 
return her to her love of hunting. 

“Everybody said I couldn’t do  

this and I just did it.”

Madonna’s Adaptive Sports and Recreation 
Program provides individuals an opportunity 
to participate in a variety of recreational 
sports and activities. The program also 
provides recreational sport camps and hosts 
tournaments for persons with disabilities. 

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT: 
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Kacey Lempka, C.P.A. 
Brad Nietfeldt 
Lynn Roper
Jim Schulz 
Marlin Stahl, M.D.
William Thorell, M.D. 
Greg Vasek 
Tiffany Verzal

EX OFFICIO (VOTING MEMBER)
Dan Vokoun

EX OFFICIO (NON-VOTING MEMBER) 
David Buntain, J.D., legal counsel

2017-2018 MADONNA  
REHABILITATION HOSPITAL  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“The Madonna Foundation is fortunate 
to have so many loyal and generous 
friends who have invested in our mission 
and shared our vision. We are grateful 
to all who have helped Madonna 
become a national leader in world-class 
rehabilitation, rebuilding lives every day 
on our Lincoln and Omaha campuses.”

–Dan Vokoun 
  Madonna Foundation 
  board chair

“We were blessed this past year to 
offer hope and healing to so many in 
need of post-acute rehabilitation. The 
addition of the Omaha Campus has 
allowed us to expand our market, all 
the while remaining true to our mission 
to help those seeking our care regain 
their highest level of independence. As 
2018 ushers in our 60th anniversary of 
surrounding individuals and families with 
a tradition of hospitality and caring, our 
future continues to shine brightly.”

-Mark Fahleson, J.D. 
 Madonna Rehabilitation 
 Hospital board chair

2017-2018 FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Dan Vokoun, chair
Kris Love, vice chair 
Paul Dongilli Jr., Ph.D., president and CEO
Michael Cintani, secretary
Lauren Pugliese, treasurer

DIRECTORS
James Fitch 
Gary Hausmann 
Colby Johnson
Melissa Murante

EX OFFICIO (VOTING MEMBER)
Mark Fahleson, J.D.

EX OFFICIO (NON-VOTING MEMBER) 
David Buntain, J.D., legal counsel

Madonna leadership
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At Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospitals, we combine 
heartfelt hospitality with 
incomparable innovation 
and education. Our clinical 
expertise, world-class 
research and state-of-the-art 
equipment empower us to 
help all patients, even those 
whose diagnoses pose the 
most complex challenges. 
Our investment in exceptional 
talent, groundbreaking 
technology and progressive 
treatments is changing the 
face of rehabilitation. 

Our people are changing lives.

On the cover: Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals 
provides hope and healing to help people of all 
ages regain their independence and return to a 
meaningful life. Linking a patient’s determination with 
the expertise of compassionate staff and specialized 
technology can lead to extraordinary outcomes. 
Courageous examples of overcoming adversity 
include (clockwise from center) spinal cord injury 
survivors Jeromie Meyer of Woodbine, Iowa, and 
Roger Lewis of Omaha, Nebraska; and traumatic brain 
injury survivors Emily Meyer, of Ireton, Iowa and Mya 
Diacono of Shawnee, Kansas. Read their recovery 
stories at madonna.org/patientstories.


